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All opinions expressed in articles and features are those of the contributor and 

not necessarily those of the Editors or the Society. The Accordion Society of 

Australia and the Editors accept no responsibility for the accuracy of any of the 

opinions or information contained in submitted articles.  Some images have 

been sourced from the WorldWideWeb, if this infringes anyone’s copyright 

please contact the Editors and the images will be removed with our apology. 

All material appearing in “Accordion Review” is copyright (except as mentioned 

above) and reproduction in any form is strictly forbidden without the prior written 

approval of the Editor.  The Editor, Publisher and the Accordion Society of Aus-

tralia (ASA) do not accept any responsibility or liability for any loss or damage 

which may result from any inaccuracies or omissions in this publication, or the 

use in anyway of the information & images contained within the pages of this 

publication. 
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PRESIDENTS REPORT 
 
 

 
 
Things have been slightly busier in the accordion world since the last 
issue of the Accordion Review. The month of June was a busy month of 
accordion competitions with the New Zealand Accordion Association 
holding their annual competitions and the Accordion Teachers Associa-
tion of Australia holding their annual competitions. Both associations 
have a great websites that contain news, results and photos of these 
events. 

www.accordion.co.nz and aata.org.au  
 
Congratulations to Edin Kocic from Victoria and Emma Smith from Ade-
laide on a successful competition at the AATA event.  
 
The 2012 International Festival is upmost in most member’s minds. The 
handbook and rules and regulations are due out now so please keep an 
eye on your emails and mailboxes. After much discussion between States 
and members it was decided to hold the festival in Griffith. Primary rea-
sons behind the change in venue included financial and distance. The 
hotel and competition venue will be the Bagtown Inn motel, Griffith and 
all details will be in the festival handbook. Please wait for the handbook 
to arrive before booking so you can be guaranteed the best rate. 
 
Congratulations to all who were involved in the World Accordion Day 
celebrations – it was great to see accordionists from around the world 
participate in such an event. A letter of thanks from the organizers of the 
day is included in this issue of the review. 
 
Please remember to contact either the President, Accordion Review edi-
tor or the Publicity Officer with any information, snippets or gossip, up-
coming performances that you might like covered in the review. We look 
forward to hearing from all our members . 

Happy Reading and Happy Practicing 

Best wishes for 2012 and I look forward to the year ahead! 

 Dr. Elizabeth Jones DCA (UWS) BMus (Syd.Uni) 

http://www.accordion.co.nz
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Good News for the Accordion 
 
Good news for the accordion in Australia - some of the big names of the 
Australian music scene have started including accordion music in their con-
certs. 

Magical Musical Mornings  
Piano Man 

Australian Accordion Champion, Dino Kocic, 
was invited as a special guest to play a couple 
of pieces at the concert of famous opera 
singer Dr Jonathon Welch and pianist Adam 
Przewlocki. 

Dr Jonathon Welch (AM) is the founding mu-
sic director of the award-winning “Choir of 
Hard Knocks” - made up of the homeless and 
the disadvantaged and “The Choir", - the 
judge on Battle of the Choirs, a highly re-
nowned opera singer and conductor who has 
worked with some of Australia's most tal-
ented performers.  He is well known for his 
beautiful voice as one of Australia's finest 
tenors. 
 Adam Przewlocki, Dr Jonathon Welch, Dino Kocic  

Australian of the Year in 2008 - and ANZAC of the year in 2008, 
Jonathon is also an amazing person renowned for helping those less fortu-
nate in our community. 

https://twitter.com/#!/magicalmornings 

Adam Przewlocki is an outstanding pianist and the founding music director 
of the “Sunbury Divas” Choir which you can see on Australia’s Got Talent 
show right now, as they got through to the second round. 

http://www.divinedivasofsunbury.com/Adam.html 
 
Magical Musical Mornings concert was held on 17.04.2012 at St. Michael's 
Uniting Church in the heart of the city (corner of Collins and Russell 
streets).  

The concert was called Piano Man with Adam Przewlocki performing some  

https://twitter.com/#!/magicalmornings
http://www.divinedivasofsunbury.com/Adam.html
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of the great romantic piano classics on a grand piano and as a “fantastic ad-

dition to the Magical Musical Mornings concert” Dino played a few virtuoso 
pieces on his piano accordion. 

In the beautiful auditorium of St. Michael's church in front of around 200 
people Dino preformed 3 pieces. 

The audience loved his performance very much and praised him with long 
applause and standing ovations.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Dino performing at Magical Musical Morning concert  
 

The concert was as "MAGICAL" as it was called and we all enjoyed so much  
the sound of the accordion, piano and the amazing voice of Jonathon who 
sang only one song "Granada" but it was grandiose. 
After the concert there was some time for a cup of tea and chat with the au-
dience. 
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Lots of people were so happy to hear accordion again after a long time and 
told Dino that he is doing a wonderful thing by keeping accordion alive and 
on such a professional performing level.  Some people wanted to have a 
photo with Dino and his accordion.  Everyone said they really enjoyed his 
music and want him to come back to perform again. 

Jonathon and Adam were both very exited and pleased with Dino’s per-
formance and his virtuoso skills and already have plans to include Dino 
and his accordion in some of their future projects.  That opens the door for 
further acquaintances and promotion of concert accordion music. 

We hope that this is a big step to bring the accordion back in spotlight and 
in concert halls where it belongs. 

Less then two weeks before the Magical Musical Mornings concert there 
was another big event that involved accordion which is promising it’s re-
turn to fame and popularity. 

John St Peeters, singer, songwriter, musician, and one of the most dynamic 
performers in Australia, invited Melbourne Accordion Orchestra as a sur-
prise to perform at his father’s 80th birthday party.  His father was an accor-
dion player himself and even John made his start with accordion under the 
name Johnny Lo Piccolo. His first singles were accordion tracks and he was 
known as the “Squeezebox Kid”. 

The party was held at the receptions in Barkly St Footscray with more then 
200 guests. 
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After the Orchestra played couple of pieces John came to Dino with the mi-

crophone and told him that his father said Dino reminds him of John when 

he was a young performer and if he could play any solo pieces, even though 

it was not planned and Dino hadn’t practised any solo pieces. 

Dino moved in front of the orchestra and played “Variations on Ukrainian 

theme” which audience accepted with great ovations.  Orchestra played one 

more piece “Funiculi, Funicula” with audience clapping all the way 

through. 

After the performance John came to the back room with his wife and her 

father who was in tears and wanted to meet Dino and congratulate him on a 

great performance.  He also was an accordion player and he was so happy 

to see that the accordion is alive and there are still young people who enjoy 

accordion music. 

John said that he’s got great ideas for Melbourne Accordion Orchestra and 

Dino and they have already arranged another performance together with 

John St Peeters on 21 July. 

Unfortunately there aren’t any photos because it was a private party. 

There also was a concert of famous com-

poser, singer and multi instrumentalist 

Ian Tiersen this month at the Melbourne 

Recital Centre which we attended.  Un-

fortunately he didn’t play any accordion 

music which is what we hoped to see 

live but it was great to meet him in the 

foyer after the concert and surely a beau-

tiful concert to remember. 

Greetings to all accordion friends. 

Kocic family 

 Ian Tiersen with Dino Kocic 
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Attention  Accordionists 

 
 

The NSW Orchestra would like to welcome new members 
to their group.   If you enjoy playing the accordion and 
would like to join other accordionist and play orchestral 
arrangements of various music from classics to tangos 
then come along to our weekly practice.  We perform at 
various gigs throughout the year. 
 
All level of players are welcome (beginner to advanced)  
and  previous members are very welcome. The group 
meet every; 

Monday—7pm to 9pm  
Viaduct No 1 in Jubilee Park, Glebe 

Access via The Crescent then Chapman Rd  (turn right over 
creek & left to Jubilee Park) 

Call Amelia on 0431898344 for details or just come along.  
 

If you are unable to come every week that is fine, please 
come along when you can.   
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To all World Accordion Day Participants 
 

 Thank you to all the participants of this 
year’s World Accordion Day 2012! 

Whether you were interviewed, a per-

former, sent in a video, commented on the 

live chat or even just watched the chan-

nel  this event couldn’t have been possible 

without you. 

 Thank you to the Confédération Interna-

tionale des Accordéonistes  (C.I.A.) for 

creating World Accordion Day in 2009 

and their continuous support and promo-

tion of the accordion around the world. 

 Also we must mention the members of the C.I.A. Executive Committee that 

took part with in this event    (Raymond Bodell, Kevin Friedrich, Kimmo Mat-

tila, Joan Sommers, Herbert Scheibenreif , Harley Jones and Mirco Patarini) and 

also members of the C.I.A. Music Committee (Viatcheslav Semionov, Andreas 

Nebl and Li Cong). 

There must of course be a very sincere thank you to our technical director Mike 

Rossi.  His efforts and improvisation are greatly appreciated, especially as we 

were receiving videos throughout the live 24 hours. 

 Thanks to Harley Jones (creator of www.accordions.com ) for his promotion 

and support of the event. 

 The whole project was a worldwide success with over 310,365 minutes viewed 

with over 20,160 connections from over 87 countries.  

 Congratulations must be given to the countries with the highest viewers:  

 1 USA - 2 France- 3 UK -4 Chile -5 Russia -6 Germany -7 Canada -8 Italy -9 

Greece -10 Finland 
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It proves that the accordion world is a real family no matter what level, whether 

beginner or professional or what genre they choose to play (Classical, Tradi-

tional, Jazz, Arabic, Contemporary, Ensemble etc...  )   

The video archives are available on www.worldaccordionday.com and 

www.livestream.com/deschampschannel. 

 
 The next project of the Deschamps Channel will be the continuation of its Spe-

cial Monthly Edition on the last Friday of this month May 25th.  It will include 

some of the videos and interviews from World Accordion Day that we were un-

able to show due to time constraints.   

We found out that not even 24 hours is enough to show the accordion around 

the world! 

 

Thank you  once again for everyone’s help, 

  

Sincerely 

 

The World Accordion Day Team 

 Grayson Masefield – Coordinator & Co-Presenter 

 Frederic Deschamps – Co –Presenter  
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NEWS FROM NEW ZEALAND 
 

Kevin Friedrich Honoured at Dargaville Concert  
by Harley Jones 

For the 5th time, the concert ‘Music with Kevin Friedrich and Friends’ was 
held in Dargaville, New Zealand at the Lighthouse Function Centre. This 
picturesque Centre overlooking the town and river, was sold out with quite 
a few people being turned away. Dargaville was Kevin Friedrich's home 
town before he moved to the USA at 18 years of age, to go to UMKC Uni-
versity to gain his degree majoring in accordion. 

Kevin Friedrich returns to New Zealand annually to make this fundraising 
concert for the Dargaville museum where there is a permanent historical 
accordion display titled 'Accordion Gems - A Master Collection of Accordi-
ons Through Time'. This year included the opening of an exhibition to cele-
brate the 40th Anniversary of the New Zealand Accordion Association 
(NZAA). The NZAA organized a bus from Auckland to the concert and the 
opening of that display.  
At this concert, Kevin Friedrich was presented the NZAA Life-time 
Achievement Award by NZAA President Sonja Palinich to honor 
Kevin Friedrich for all that he has done for the accordion in New Zealand 

over the years. At the same time, there was also a cutting of a birthday cake 
in honor of Kevin's 50th birthday with the audience giving him a standing 
ovation. 

The concert included accordionists Kevin Friedrich, Lionel Reekie and Mau-
rice Jones the NZAA Orchestra plus dancers, singers and musicians from 
the Dargaville area.  

Please look at photos of the event 
http://www.accordions.com/index/squ/archives/1203/friedrich/ 

 

New Zealand Pops Orchestra  
contributed by Martin Meyer 

 The first concert of the New Zealand Pops Orchestra in the Auckland Town 
Hall on 18 March was very well attended (even for a miserable Auckland 
night when there was lots on!)  A new venture from Rita Paczian who is 
also the conductor of Bach Musica, the Orchestra “brings a unique fusion of 
popular contemporary music and mixes it with classical sounds”.  The audi-
ence was treated to items from three very talented singers: Will Martin 
(whose debut album launched as Number 1 in the UK making him the 

http://www.accordions.com/kevin
http://www.accordions.com/kevin
http://www.accordions.com/kevin/museum.htm
http://www.accordion.co.nz
http://www.accordion.co.nz/
http://www.accordion.co.nz/
http://www.accordions.com/kevin
http://www.accordion.co.nz/
http://www.accordion.co.nz/
http://www.accordions.com/kevin
http://www.accordions.com/kevin
http://www.musicforaccordion.com/eTracks/inform/lreekie/index.htm
http://www.accordions.com/mjones
http://www.accordions.com/mjones
http://www.accordion.co.nz/
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VALE 

YOGI MARTIN  (1953 approx—2012) – NEW ZEALAND 

  Grant “Yogi” Martin Rest In Peace  
by Harley Jones 

Grant “Yogi” Martin passed away on 25th April of a heart attack. Funeral is 
Sunday 29th April, 10.30pm, Waikare Marae, Waerenga Rd, Te Kauwhata. 

Yogi Martin was an accordionist with his own unique style, who had toured 
within New Zealand as well as to UK, China, Australia and other parts of 
the world, always to excellent acclaim. Above is a video clip of Yogi. 

Yogi's interest in the accordion was first aroused when he heard veteran 
New Zealand accordionist Silvio de Pra play.  Silvio's wife Lesley is his 
aunt.  His first teachers were Dot Braithwaite and Dan Whellan and then he 
studied with Peter Torckler for some time.  

Several of Yogi's family had played accordion including an aunt, Emily 
Herewini who played for dances in the Waikato area from about World War 
II times until the 1970's. 

As one of Peter Torckler's top students he competed with success at local 
and national competitions in the 1960's and commenced professional play-
ing about 1970. Even then, Yogi was determined to have a distinctive style 
and his success meant the accordion became his main source of income 
throughout his life.  

Yogi achieved successes overseas, earning second in the finals of the 1979 
“New Faces” TV competition in Melbourne, Australia and was the featured 
artist at the NAO North West Championships in Fleetwood, UK in 2007 as 
well as numerous successes professionally in China and elsewhere.  

An unreliable personality, especially in his younger days, prevented Yogi 

Martin from achieving the fame and success his superb performing skills 
would have expected, however, his most engaging personality, with a very 
likeable sense of humor, meant he was well loved by all who knew him. 
Audiences enjoyed his music immensely and for that reason, we have 
placed the video clip online.  

Grant “Yogi” Martin always gave great pleasure to his listeners and his mu-
sic was a superb advertisement for accordion. Yogi Martin RIP 
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VALE 

SILVIO DE PRA – NEW ZEALAND 

Silvio De Pra has sadly passed away on 1st May 2012. Excerpt about Silvio De Pra 
from the book, The History of the Accordion in New Zealand (catalog: nzaa1081). 

Born in Belluno, Northern Italy, at the age of ten Silvio De Pra began to play the 
accordion and at twelve joined his fathers dance band. They performed at many 
Italian weddings, often lasting from the afternoon to well into the hours of the next 
day. He still remembers playing his accordion until so tired he could hardly con-
tinue to hold it.  

At eighteen years of age he formed his own band, playing all around the Belluno 
province. When work became scarce in his own village Silvio moved away to find 
employment and was lucky to be able to supplement his income by playing the ac-
cordion. After some time he moved to Switzerland, where the Basori Company (for 
whom he worked) had international operations that took him to Belgium, Denmark, 
England and in 1955 to New Zealand where he has lived since. 

Silvio fell in love with New Zealand and New Zealanders fell in love with him. He 
was engaged to broadcast with IXR Radio station band as a guest in the evenings 
and on weekends he would entertain the crowds at The Rivertea Cabaret. After six 
months Silvio moved to Auckland and in 1958 he became a full-time entertainer. In 
1987, the Prime Minister of New Zealand, Sir Robert Muldoon presented Silvio with 
the Benny Award from The Variety Artist Club. During his years in Auckland he 
continued broadcasting for Radio and Television and also performed at The Winter-
garden Lounge. The Sorrento, Fagels, Pinesong, Hi Diddle Griddle, The Dutch Kiwi, 
Poenamo, The Intercontinental Hotel and many private functions. Today you will 
find him still at private functions or at Santa Lucia or The Colosseo Restaurants.  

Silvio would have to be one of the most popular cultural ambassadors Italy has ever 
had in New Zealand, where he feels part of the scene. He became naturalised as 
soon as he was able to in 1960. He and his New Zealand wife Lesley have two 
daughters, Gianna and Chiara.  

Silvio now plays an accordion with MIDI attached which enables him to accompany 
his singing with a full sound. This tremendous flexibility takes away the need of a 
backing group, making Silvio one of the most versatile,  and self contained solo art-
ists in New Zealand. He has an endless repertoire of international music from ro-
mantic European to the melodic masterpieces of Italy. 

Silvio has made a large contribution to the accordion in New Zealand as Chairman 
of the Accordion Examination Board of New Zealand and has been an examiner for 
many years. He is also a regular adjudicator at the New Zealand Accordion Cham-
pionships. He recorded "Souvenirs for You" in 1981 and has now recorded "An Eve-
ning with Sivio de Pra" on both CD and Cassette.  

A Eulogy contributed by Heather Masefield can be found on Silvio’s web page through 
www.accordions.com  
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F O R  S A L E  

 

EXCELSIOR PROFESSIONAL MODEL 940 

120 BASS 

 

Excellent Condition 

Reconditioned a few years  ago 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above image reflects Model 940 and not the actual accordion for sale. 

Also  

PEAVEY AMPLIFIER 

6 Channel, 2 speaker, 300 watt 

One owner in excellent condition 

 

Bava’s Music City, Liverpool will handle the sales for 
ASA member 

Contact Nick Bava 

(02) 98242211 or 1300 687421 
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Accordion makes Headline News!! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marcello Maio and his band made headlines in the MX news-
paper last month.  Great to see an accordion make front page!   
 
Please write and let us know if you see any accordionist during 
your travels or in the news. 
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Music is the best medicine! 
 
On May 27th Jedda and I were invited to play for the Haberfield Italian Sen-

ior Citizens group. When we arrived, they were still playing their game of 

bingo so we set up and had a think about a few songs we'd like to play.  

When their game had ended we began to play, as we played more and more 

of them got up to dance and sing along with us, we took many requests 

such as La Cumparsita which was the song that one couple danced their 

first dance to at their wedding, it was great to see the smile it put on their 

faces.  

As we were finishing up, one of the organising ladies came to  us and told 

us all the places that she felt pain in her body, in her elbows, fingers, knees, 

legs etc but she told us that when she heard the music, she just wanted to 

dance and would forget all about the pain.  

Its a wonderful thing to hear that our music is having this kind of effect on 

people!  

At the end, many of the members came up to us and told us that we would 

have to come back when it was their birthday, so that they could have an-

other dance. We are definitely looking forward to returning to play for 

them.  

 Amelia Granturco—NSW 
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News from Mathilde in France 
I spent most of the month of May in the centre of France with the family, 

where I’ve played at my cousin's 18th, and at an after care centre for kids of 

age from 3 to 10.  It was amazing as they have never heard, or seen, or 

touched an accordion before and they were all very excited and happy, 

they really enjoyed it. 

 I am now back near the Alps, where I use to live for a couples of weeks 

before I go down south to start working. 

I have been practicing quite a lot every day so I can get use to playing and 

practicing for 8 to 10 hours when I start my course, so I don’t go crazy ha-

ha (its going to be hard, but at the moment I can easily get from 4 to 5 

hours a day of practice) so half way there.  

 Mathilde Auroux 
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Cordi’s Column 

This edition of Accordion Review says farewell to Cordi. The first 
Cordi’s Column appeared in the Accordion Review Vol 8 Iss 1 Feb – 
Apr.1992 (20 years ago) with his own symbol. 

There has been two Cordi writers, but in the initial long period only 
one. Very few editions have been missed and this is a commendable 
effort. The following quote comes from  

Vol 8 Iss 2 and the facts are still true today.      “Over the last couple 
of years I have been reading and enjoying the Accordion Review. 
Publishing this magazine every three months is a big task for our 
editors. They have done it with great enthusiasm, dedication and 
courage. Many times the editors ask for articles, but so far the re-
sponse has been meagre. Perhaps one may ask oneself – what is 
there to write about the accordion. I would say there is a lot to be 
written about this instrument. Do not keep on saying someone else 
will do it. Our magazine is undoubtedly one of the most effective 
ways to further the cause of the accordion. Among the members 
and friends of the accordion there must be a vast amount of infor-
mation, experiences and memories of the instrument”. 

This was followed by a list of suggestions and ended …….. “The 
Accordion Review has an international readership as well as a na-
tional readership – the editors expect to be inundated with articles. 
PLEASE TRY!!!” 

Articles have been written by Cordi about Festivals, Concerts, Or-
chestras, Music, Care of the Instrument and the list goes on. 

So after 20years, Cordi 1 and 2 are signing off and having a rest – 
but maybe out there is a Cordi 3, I hope so. 

Good Luck and Best Wishes  

 Cordi 
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Fundraiser at Mittagong 

On the 17th of June. Cheryle Mills, 
Vince and Amelia Granturco and Leo 
Kroon set up camp at Bunnings Mit-
tagong at 9am ready to BBQ the day 
away. 

We were then joined by Doug Mills 
and Denise, John and Jedda Kassis.  

Jedda, Cheryle and Amelia 
spent a part of the day play-
ing for the patrons and Jedda 
was even able to give a brief 
lesson to this young man. 
Who knows we may just see 
him around Glebe with a tiny 
accordion someday. 

I'd like to thank everyone 
who came down to support 
the ASA and especially Sylvia 
Granturco and Emma Kroon 
who prepared a lot for the 
day.  

It was a great day with lots of 
squeezing of both accordions 
and sauce bottles  

 Amelia Granturco  
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The Performers(s) and the Audience  

 I often wonder what a performer feels and does prior to and during the 
show. We the audience can only guess what is happening behind those 
heavy curtains. One thing for sure, they have to check all their equipment, 
microphones and so many other things we are not familiar with. Are they 
nervous? Do they suffer from stage fright? Are they anxious?  

 The curtain opens up, we audience clap and the show starts. How do they 
do it?  They dress with show clothes that look very warm, they are under 
the stage hot lights, and they play their instrument so close to their chest, 
that it must be feeling hot. Their fingers are on the go to deliver the most 
beautiful tunes.  

 We the audience is sitting in total comfort, free to wander about, to get 
a drink and even to walk out if we need to. When the show ends we always 
want more we may be lucky to get an encore. We are selfish we want more. 
We do not think that the performer(s) need a break, to get a drink, put their 
instrument down because it is heavy, for us the audience, performer(s) are 
super human beings who are very talented and give us a good time and we 
want the show to go on forever 

  Annick  

SEEKING INFORMATION 

The editors would greatly appreciate articles for inclusion in the next 
edition of the Accordion Review.  If you have any news about the ac-
cordion, accordionists,  gigs,  gossip,  snippets, fundraising events, etc  
or you wish to advertise then please forward the information to us 
with photos (if relevant) and we will be happy to include it in the next 
edition. Without readers contributions there wouldn’t be an Accor-
dion Review! 
Closing dates for each edition is; September 15th 
 December 15th 
 March 15th 
 June 15th 
 
Contact Cheryle 0414 915154   email: cherylemills@aapt.net.au 
 Amelia 0431 898344 email:  grantua@gmail.com 

Thank you to all that contributed to this and previous editions. 
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My tribute to Mrs. Brandman 

Mrs Brandman was part of my life for a short time.  
I met Mrs B as she known to everyone in 1986 or 1987, at the St Georges 
Leagues Club. My daughter's music teacher Kerry Williams suggested that 
Sophie should join the A.S.A. 

It was a very hot February Sunday afternoon, the first Sunday for the A.S.A 
meeting. I did not feel like going, I would have rather stayed home and 
gone for a swim. The idea of spending the afternoon in a club did not appeal 
to me .  Sophie wanted to go. She got her accordion and off we went, un-
aware of what we were going to. As we got out of the lift we could hear ac-
cordion music, I realised that I had done the right thing. 

We entered the room and to my surprise there were many accordions. That 
was music to my ears! Sophie was given a spot in the orchestra and I sat 
there listening to my favourite instrument. 

The practice ended and Sophie and I were ready to go home. But a 
very convincing lady approached me and asked me to stay for the meeting. 
I stayed, this lady meant business and I liked her.  

A few months or year later, at the meeting, I was asked if I would accept the 
nomination to be A.S.A. secretary. I refused saying that I knew nothing 
about music, the only thing I knew about was listening to it. Plus how could 
I fit this job (for me it was another job), I was helping my husband with the 
business and all the house duties a woman has to do.  

Mrs Brandman said you do not need to know anything about music. I will 
help you, June was there also and I got to like June she is a very clever lady, 
Mr. Rooney was present, I think Era and Ross Maio also. Everyone was sup-
portive of the nomination and I accepted  

I attended a few festivals, performances and functions, I got to know Mrs 

Brandman a bit more, she was always full of energy, encouraging to anyone 
who crossed her path, thinking a million things at a time, very generous to 
teach anything to anyone .  Not many people like to share their knowledge. 
She was also a hard worker. 

She convinced me to accept the secretary nomination and I am now pleased 
to write I was happy to be part of the A.S.A committee. I had so many 
happy moments and times and Sophie also .I have one regret, I found out 
not long ago that Mrs Brandman was in a nursing home not far from my 
place and I never visited her.     God bless you Mrs Brandman . 

 Annick  
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SHORT HISTORY OF THE ASA 
 . . . c o n t i n u e d  
 

2007 was a busy year for Victoria and NSW. It was a successful year in Victoria 
for the accordion. The committee held monthly meetings with many pro-
grammes and issues dealt with successfully. The main aim was to provide 
members and the public with a variety of activities such as concerts and pic-
nics. There had been long standing issues with former member Bernadette 
Conlon which had divided the accordion community in Melbourne. 

Bernadette had moved to America to live, with the result that the members of 
her orchestra now affiliated with the ASA and participated in the recent State 
Championships. The Victorian ASA Orchestra was busy and had performed at 
ten engagements this year. The future was looking bright for the accordion in 
Victoria. New shirts had been bought for the orchestra and new music had 
been acquired via e bay. 

The ASA in NSW had a busy year organizing overseas tours and local competi-
tions. The NSW Youth Orchestra again toured New Zealand and participated 
in the NZAA competitions. It was pleasing to see more young participants at 
these competitions. The NSW Youth Ensemble had already received an official 
invitation to perform at the concerts to be held for the Coupe Mondiale which 
was to be held in Auckland NZ in 2009. 

The Australian Institute of Music in Sydney, thanks to President Elizabeth 
Jones, was actively promoting the accordion with high profile performances at 
NSW Career Expo, AIM Graduating ceremonies, NSW Art Gallery concerts, St. 
Andrew’s Cathedral and AIM showcases. All AIM events targeted high school 
audiences with invitations sent out to all NSW High Schools. Potentially a 
huge exposure for the accordion. 

The 2007 Festival was held at the Pacific International Hotel in Bankstown, 
Sydney. This was attended by Pierre Varo and members of the Reunion Island 
Polyphonia Orchestra a total of 40 musicians. The orchestra comprised of ac-
cordions, keyboards, violins, drums and assorted brass instruments. The accor-
dionists also participated in the competitions as solo, duet, group as well as the 
band and orchestra categories. Other competitors also came from NSW, Victo-
ria, South Australia, Queensland and the ACT. 

The Australasian Champion for 2007 was Lina Chegodaev, with an aggregate 
mark of 93.44%.  The Australian National Championship was not awarded, but 
Jedda Kassis was given an encouragement award for her performance which 
earned an aggregate mark of 83.45% ( required mark 85%). 
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The rest of 2007 proved busy with younger members promoting the accordion 
via their schools. Kenneth Liu organized a visit from the Youth Orchestra to his 
school at which he played solo, Amelia, Jedda and Dominque played Liber-
tango, Amelia demonstrated the use of the bellows through bellow shakes and 
gave a rendition of the Chicken Dance. To conclude the performance, a Christ-
mas Carol medley was performed with staff and students joining in with the 
singing. 2007 had been a strong year of growth for the ASA, and a year where 
so many members had contributed. 

The Festival for 2008 was to be held in Adelaide, but because of commitments 
for the younger competitors of Sydney, it was to be held in October. 

 

to be continued. 
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TEACHERS DIRECTORY 

NEW SOUTH WALES 

Cornelia Baier Ione D. Harbourne Marie Kielly 
Dip. ASA. MMTA 12 Learmonth Street 1/7 Advocate Place 
11 St Kilda Street Rooty Hill Banora Point 
Bexley North 2207 NSW  2766 Ph. (07) 5524 3470 
Mob. 0414 600 211 Ph. 9675 2124 Mob. 0414 534 230 
     
Zeljko Bedic Elizabeth Jones Primo Pin 
Dip ASA MMTA B.Mus.A.Mus.A 39 Ilya Street 
5 Loch Maree Crescent 60 Richard Avenue Macgregor  4109 
Kyle Bay 2221 Earlwood  NSW 2206 Ph. (07) 3420 3630 
Ph. (02) 9546 7373 Ph. (02) 9718 2609  
Mob. 0417 696 303 Mob. 0419 547 180 SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
  Dora Marechal 
Ivan Bolesic Ross Maio Dip. ASA 
4 Mellick Street PO Box 1008 3 Albert Road 
Fairfield West 2165 St Pauls  2031 Mount Barker   5251 
Ph. (02) 9604 3312 Ph. (02) 9344 3138 Ph. (08) 8391 6674 
 Mob. 0438 504030 Mob. 0407 431 742 
Kemal Bunguric   
B. Mus. Ed. Giancario Ursino WESTERN  AUSTRALIA 

9 Somerville Street BME A. Mus. A Lois Hodgson 
Arncliffe 2205 45 Ardath Avenue, 29 Castlecrag Drive 
Ph. (02) 9567 8221 Panania  2213 Kallaroo  6025 
Mob. 018 466 274 Ph. (02) 9772 3391 Ph. (08) 9402 5294 
  
 QUEENSLAND VICTORIA 
Milica Canak Mary Corsetti Tomislav Andjelkovic 
29 Bluebell Close A.Mus.A.Dip.ASA 5 Wilklin Court 
Glenmore Park 160 Mulgrave Road Endeavour Hills  3802  
NSW 2023 Cairns  4870 Ph. (03) 9700 2909 
Ph. (02) 4733 4180 Ph. (071) 51 1435 Mob. 0422 118 707 
   
Catherine Day (Jackett) Bob Grant Emica Corio (Vukovic) 
B. Mus. Ed. 21 Brandenburg Rd A.Mus.A 
8 Hermitage Avenue Mooloolah  Qld 4553 PO Box 170 
Kellyville 2155 Ph. (07) 5494 7568 St Albans   3021 
Ph (02 )9836 0155 Mob. 0411 959 157 Mob. 0425 797 696 
Mob. 0418 413 148   
Fax 9836 0155   
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TEACHERS DIRECTORY   contd......... 

 

Victoria contd.....  
Eastern Suburbs School  
of Music Guy Scalise 
Heinz Dabernig A.Mus. A.Dip.ASA. 
C/o 137 Boronia Rd 49 Armstrong St 
Boronia  3155 Middle Park  3206 
Ph. (03) 9761 3099 Ph. (03) 9696 2737 
Fax. (03) 9762 7405 Mob. 0409 418 528 
Mob. 0407 075 942  
www.essm.com.au  
 Ian Southwood  
Roberto De Sanctis B.A. A.Mus.A. Dip.ASA MIMT  
1/124 Atherton Rd 163 Military Road  
Oakleigh  3166 Avondale Heights 3034  
Ph. (03) 9569 9721 Ph. (03) 9331 3477  
  

John Kalkbrenner Iryna Stepko  
5 Chestnut Drive, 10/2 Bath Place  
St. Albans  3021 Port Melbourne   3207  
Ph. (03) 9366 3331 Mob. 0430287565  
Ph. (03) 9687 6735 iryna.st@optusnet.com.au 
 
Adrian Kanselaar ACT 
7B Vittorio Court Emil Rathouski 
Lilydale   31240 18 Aroona Court 
Ph. (03) 9739 6604 Ngunnawal  
Mob. 0458 914575 ACT  2913 
 Ph. (02) 6242 7572 
Juliette Maxwell emilr@netspace.net.au 
9 Suffolk Street  
Blackburn  3130  
Ph. (03) 9877 0795  
 TASMANIA 
Joe Ruberto John Young 
B.Sc.Dip.Ed. Dip.ASA 71 York St 
31 Olive Street, Devonport 
Hampton   3188 Tas  7310 
Ph. (03) 9597 0730 Ph. (03) 6424 5702 
 Mob. 0417 361980 
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APPLICATION/RENEWAL FOR MEMBERSHIP OF ASSOCIATION 

 

 

ACCORDION SOCIETY OF AUSTRALIA (Incorporated NSW) 

(incorporated under the Associations Incorporation Act 1984) 

 
 

 

 

I,  ……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
(full name of applicant) 

 

of  ……………………………………………………………………………………………... 

(address) 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Phone ………………………………….      Email …………………………………………… 

 

hereby apply to become a member OR RENEW my membership of the abovemen-

tioned association. In the event of  my admission  as a member, I agree to be bound by  

the rules of  the association for the time being in force. 

 

 

……………………………………………….  ………………………...… 

 

 Signature of applicant          Date 

 

All memberships are renewable on 1st. August each year. 

A once only joining fee of $5.00 is payable on all new memberships. 

 

   General Member  $ 40.00 

   Teacher Member  $ 50.00 

   Family Member  $ 55.00 

 

 Membership fees increased on 1st. August 2011 

    

Please find attached an $AUS cheque/money order payable to the 

Accordion Society of Australia Inc. 

 

Please forward to:  

Membership Department  Victorian Members only     send to 

Accordion Society of Australia ( Inc.NSW) Accordion Society of Australia (inc NSW) 

60 Richard Avenue 67 Doveton Ave. 

EARLWOOD   NSW   2206 EUMEMMERRING  VIC  3177 
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ACCORDION SOCIETY OF AUSTRALIA (Incorporated NSW) 

(incorporated under the Associations Incorporation Act 1984) 

Accordion Review Subscription Form. 

 

The Accordion Review is published by the Accordion Society of Australia Inc for distri-

bution to its members. Subscription rate for non members is $18.00 per year (within 

Australia) and $AUS 22.00 per year for overseas. 

 

NAME            

 

ADDRESS          

 

          POST CODE     

 

ENCLOSED $18.00 or AUS $22.00 

(Four Quarterly issues) 

 

ASA Accordion Review is published 4 times per year. Advertising and Editorial Dead-

lines: 

 March  1. 2012 

 June  1. 2012 

 September 1. 2012 

 December 1. 2012 

Printing date – 15thof due month. 

 

ADVERTISING RATES. 

Full Page  $50.00 

Half Page  $25.00 

Advertorial  $15.00 

 

All cheques and money orders to be made payable to Accordion Society of Australia 

Inc.   and sent to: ASA Accordion Review 

  60 Richard Ave 

  EARLWOOD   NSW   2206 

  AUSTRALIA.  

 

All materials, advertisements etc. should be sent to: 

Cheryle Mills  -or- Amelia Granturco 

Email: cherylemills@aapt.net.au Email:  grantua@gmail.com   

Mob.  0414  915154  Mob:  0431 898344 

It is very helpful to the editorial staff if stories and photos are emailed to Cheryle or 

Amelia as  it saves us a lot of typing. 
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Repairers & Retailers Directory 

Fred Ferenczi A.A.C. Accordion Centre 
8/4 Rankens Court 39 Ilya Street 
Wyong NSW 2259 Macgregor 
Ph. (02( 4353 1017 Queensland. 4109 
Mob. 0421 476 377 Ph.(07) 3420 3630 
Email: ferenczif@yahoo.com.au Sales – Repairs – Tuition 
Accessories 
Performer (Continental) 
Repairer - Retailer. 

Accordion Advisory & Repairs 
Rocco Zappia 
12 Auckland Street, 
Engadine NSW 
Mobile: 0411 372 044 
Phone: (02) 9520-7025 
Fax: (02) 9520-7026 
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WOLLONGONG 

CONSERVATORIUM 

OF MUSIC 

 
Accordion Studies 

Stradella and Free Bass 

now available 
 

The course is coordinated and taught by Milica Krga 

(Canak) (BMus Classical Performance—AIM) 

 
Apply now 

 
 Enquiries: Ph. (02) 4228 1122 

  Mob. 0402 651182 

  Fax. (02) 4226 6942 

 

The Wollongong Conservatorium of Music 

www.uow.edu.au/crearts/woll_con/ 
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SCANDALLI 

ALL  MODELS IN STOCK P.O.A. 

 

PAOLO SOPRANI 
ALL MODELS IN STOCK 

INCLUDING EWA WIRELESS ACCORDION P.O.A. 

EXCELSIOR 
ALL MODELS IN STOCK 

INCLUDING MIDIVOX LT & EVOLUTION IN STOCK P.O.A. 

ROLAND 
FR1 & FR2 REEDLESS ACCORDION 

FR3X REEDLESS V ACCORDION IN STOCK 
FR7X REEDLESS V ACCORDION IN STOCK 

DIN BAFFETTI 
AL MODELS IN STOCK P.O.A. 

• LARGE RANGE PALOMA 

   OF STRAPS 724 24 Bass $550 
 718 32 Bass $595 
 714 48 Bass $750 

• WE DO REPAIRS 705 48 Bass  $795 

 711 60 Bass $850 
 722 72 Bass $895 

• LARGE RANGE OF  706 80 Bass $995 

   CASES AND BAGS 717 96 Bass $1050 

 708 120 Bass $1295 
 712 120 Bass $1895 

MUSIC JUNCTION CAMBERWELL 
204 CAMBERWELL RD, HAWTHORN EAST  3123 

PH: (03) 9882 7331 
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Fisitalia 
Ancient Experience in the New Generation 

 
 

 

 
 

Fisitalia Accordions 

Via Matteotti 52 

60022 Castelfidardo (AN) Italy 

Tel/Fax +39/071/7824392 

email: ciemme@fisitalia.com 

For information on Fisitalia Accordions in Australia 

contact Fred 

Mobile 0421 476 377 

Home (02) 4353 1017 


