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Hello from the Editor 

Firstly some sad news with the passing of John Cras in April 

at the wonderful age of 90.  John was an active member of 

the ASA and loved the accordion.  On behalf of the ASA I 

would like to pass on our condolences to Barbara and his 

family at this sad time. A tribute to John is on page 16-18. 

Covid has caused many of us to become square!  Zoom is 

presently the preferred method of face to face communication with family, 

work colleagues, friends and social groups.  Musicians all over the world have 

collaborated to produce some wonderful music using this technology. 

ASA NSW and Victoria organised Zoom sessions with their respective groups 

and it was pleasing to see accordionists from other parts of Australia join in 

with NSW and play along, details page 7 -9.  

While we are on the subject of Covid, guess what George Butrumlis got up to 

in February?  Check it out on page 11! 

‘Music for Mateship’ was an initiative to encourage people to play the Last 

Post at the end of their driveway when isolation prevented Anzac services 

being held across the country.  It may not have been the instrument envis-

aged by the organisers however several accordionists responded to the call 

to pay their respect and kindly sent in their photos, details pages 13, 14.  

Also an accordionist in  New Zealand on page 23. 

Most of us know the accordion as a versatile instrument, capable of creating 

music from any genre.  Comments such as “you can’t play that on the accor-

dion!”  is often incorrect.  It may just require a bit of initiative, creativity and 

to think outside the square. George Butrumlis touches on this subject in his 

article and although we may have heard it before,  I think it is essential that 

we remember this important point if we wish to expand our repertoire. 

Hope you enjoy this edition and please stay healthy and safe. 

 Cheryle 
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Presidents Report  

Welcome everyone to what we hope will be a 

turning of the tide regarding Covid19 and the 

huge impact that it has had on our lives. While it 

has been great to see how many people have 

dealt with the difficulties that it has presented us 

with, we definitely look forward to returning to a more normal state 

of affairs with the possibility of getting together and congregating as 

we are familiar with. As I said last time I wish you, your families and 

friends the best. 

As some of you would know, we recently changed our rehearsal tech-

nique to align to the governments firm social distancing regulations. 

We decided that Zoom meetings would be the most adequate plat-

form to use. It is unfortunate that due to download speed, Zooms au-

dio preference filter and processer speed requirements we could not 

rehearse in a large group, as we did before. So, to work within these 

limitations we worked out the best way to provide people with a 

beneficial rehearsal was to have a single participant carry the song 

while other players joined in and played with the host in a muted ca-

pacity. This works remarkably well. Players from all over Australia 

have started to join us. Many of these people live a substantial dis-

tance away from major cities and towns and are unable to attend the 

typical type of rehearsal that we normally have. It has been great to 

see these new members attending. With a greater community that 

previously we did not reach we have grown our membership base. 

As the restrictions are lifting we are now trying to work out how we 

can involve those players in these far off places. We are looking at 

incorporating the video component into our normal weekly rehearsal 

and although we are not currently allowed to physically gather, as  



 

6 

soon as we can we will let everyone know how we will involve 

them.   Follow your emails and Facebook notifications and we will 

keep you up to date with information. 

The New Zealand Accordion Association hosted a reduced size 

South Pacific and New Zealand Accordion championships in May. 

Personally I was looking forward to attending. My fingers were 

crossed all the way through till the flight was finally cancelled. In 

light of this I decided to watch these great competitors on line as 

everything was recorded. You can see the competition here http://

www.accordions.com/accordion/2020/30May.htm and you can 

also have a look at their site https://www.accordion.co.nz. I look 

forward to attending these competitions next year and I hope that 

some of us in Australia will be able to attend. 

In my last report I talked to you about the London Accordion Or-

chestra. They were the forerunners in this pandemic. During this 

time they recorded and produced the two following pieces, follow 

these links to find out more. https://youtu.be/uSCCiMWW9Y4,  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5DxyKiBuGjc, both of these 

were virtual performances by the Global Accordion Project Orches-

tra and well worth watching. For more information look here 

https://www.londonao.co.uk,  

To finish up I would just like to mention that the AATA (Australian 

accordion teachers association) will be looking at holding their an-

nual competition on the 22nd and 23rd of August 2020 pending re-

strictions. We will keep you informed with our normal email and 

social media platforms closer to the event. If you are interested in 

additional information go to https://www.aata.org.au, for further 

inquiries.  I would like to wish all members the best and hope that 

we return to normal activities soon. 

Looking forward to playing music with you soon. 

 Benny 

http://www.accordions.com/accordion/2020/30May.htm
http://www.accordions.com/accordion/2020/30May.htm
https://www.accordion.co.nz
https://youtu.be/uSCCiMWW9Y4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5DxyKiBuGjc
https://www.londonao.co.uk
https://www.aata.org.au
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We’re all Square since Covid hit!  
Like musicians all over the world, our Syd-
ney ASA orchestra has been unable to 
meet in person or perform to an audience 
for some time. No rehearsals and lots of 
cancelled gigs. 

This has meant a major readjustment to 
our Monday evenings. Still, as readers of 
the Accordion Review well know, even a 
pandemic will not stop the music, and the 
band plays on. 

Every Monday night we have been meeting on Zoom and revisiting some old 
tunes and learning some new ones.  We circulate the music ahead of time and 
players can practice during the week. 

On the downside, the sound on Zoom can be a bit dodgy and we can only play 
along individually to one lead player at a time. There can be frustrating mo-
ments trying to get everyone connected and, of course, playing virtually is not 
like being together face to face. 

However, there are upsides to virtual accordion.  Cheryle Mills has been able 
to be back in the group from her home in Mallacoota Victoria.  We have also 
been joined by some great new friends from Bundaberg, Nowra, Canberra, 
and Ballan in Victoria.  Some of these new friends share their accordion zoom-
ing experiences on the following page. The Zoom format has also given people 
a chance to perform a solo for the group and a number of volunteers have 
been brave enough to give this a try. We have also been a bit more adventur-
ous in our choice of music and have ranged from rock to blues and back to 
polkas. 

Most importantly, we have 
been able to stay in touch 
and safe through this diffi-
cult time.  We long to get 
back together but, when 
that time does come, we 
will be sorry to say good-
bye to our out of town 
players. 
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Amy — Bundaberg Qld. 

On 16 April I responded to expressions of interest on Facebook about linking up 
on Zoom & as I just had learnt about Zoom, took the opportunity to follow it 
up.  The piano accordion has always been a part of my life as my father had 
played the instrument, so it was from early teenage years, that I was encour-
aged to play same. 

Needless to say, in my senior years, I have been fortunate to belong to the 
Bundaberg Accordion Group (U3A) where we play every week, and participate 
in our local community - until - the Virus descended upon us & were forced to 
close down. 

Consequently, it has been a joy to play with like-minded people & given our 
minds & fingers, to stay connected in the world of accordions.  Music is a heal-
ing experience to improve our health & wellbeing & fun ways to warm your 
spirits. 
 Amy Guppy 

 

 

Jennifer — Bundaberg Qld. 

The Bundaberg Accordion Band has been part of U3A (University of the Third 
Age) since 2000, so this year is its 20th anniversary.  Celebrations have been 
postponed until next year, due to Covid-19 restrictions.  The group currently 
has 20 members, but has not had a rehearsal since early March, when restric-
tions first came into force.  Our annual concert has also been cancelled, much 
to the disappointment of our “fans” who pack the hall every year! 

Thanks to a post on Facebook, some of us have been able to join a Zoom gath-
ering of accordionists, courtesy of the Sydney group.  This has been an enjoy-
able experience, a completely new concept and a wonderful way to meet and 
interact with accordion players from many parts of Australia.  Each week we’ve 
been issued with a new piece of music, and then had the pleasure of perform-
ing it with the rest of the group. 

Getting together with others via Zoom has been really great, and it would be 
nice to continue this way, but I know we are all looking forward to playing ‘live’ 
again. 

 Jenny James 
 (Tutor/Conductor, Happy Notes Accordion Band) 
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ACCORDION  

ADVISORY & REPAIRS  
REPAIRS TO ALL TYPES & MAKES 

Specialising in restoring all brands. 

FOR SALE 
Nice 120 Bass accordion. Colour Red 

Ladies Model - suits young and elderly person  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

$1400.00  o.n.o. 

Rocco Zappia 
Engadine NSW 

Mobile:  0411 372 044 
Email:   accordionsrepairs@hotmail.com 
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George goes cruisin’ during Covid!  

I got a call from a colleague at the end 

of February. “George”, he said, “I do 

these great gigs on cruise ships, been 

doing them for a few years now. Four 

piece band, 3 sets per night, 6 nights a 

week, good money, all food provided 

and cheap booze.  One of our members 

has dropped out, would you be inter-

ested?” 

This is right at the start of the serious stage of Covid19.  I figured that 

the guy who dropped out probably did so because of Covid fears so I 

thought long and hard about it.  The cruise was 2 weeks, local ports 

only: Port Melbourne to Adelaide, to Kangaroo Island, to Port Arthur, 

around Tasmania, back to Adelaide and Kangaroo Island one more 

time and back to Adelaide.  Money’s good, I’ll do it!   Keyboard pro-

vided on board and I’ll take my white Galanti, it looks so beautiful. 

Off we went. The gigs were fine and we played everything from 

Beatles to Piazzolla with the Kinks in between.  The audience loved the 

accordion as did the band.  A Day In The Life by The Beatles is a chal-

lenging piece to play on the accordion but it is so open to creativity and 

to completely forgetting how an accordion is supposed to sound. 

During the days on board I spent most of my time on my laptop work-

ing on a bunch of new arrangements and compositions for the Mel-

bourne Accordion Orchestra. We are now working with 2 fabulous 

singers, Alma Zygier and Cameron Goodall along with the odd sur-

prise appearance by Robyn Archer, much to the audience’s delight.  

I prepared an arrangement of my favourite Piazzolla piece (not telling, 

it’ll be a surprise), a new Randy Newman song, a hit by The Stranglers 

from the 80’s and a beautiful song by Leonard Cohen.  

This was all leading up to a performance at a major Melbourne festival 
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in June, a real coup for our orchestra which we achieved on the basis of 

our outstanding performance with Zydeco Jump at the Caravan Club 

last year. We were told not to say anything about the festival until after 

the official launch of the program but Covid intervened and the festival 

is postponed until who knows when so I still can’t say which festival it 

is. I’m confident that when it’s re-scheduled we’ll be on the program. 

The cruise was cut short and we headed back to Adelaide having 

stopped at Kangaroo Island but having not made it to Tasmania. They 

flew us back to Melbourne (musicians disembarked first!) and we’ve all 

been keeping a very low profile since then. 

It’s very disappointing that the festival is postponed but we’re all in the 

same boat. I lost all my other gigs that were booked. Sadly the Caravan 

Music Club has closed permanently due to the pandemic. We had a 

date booked in November for another Zydeco Jump/MAO show and 

I’m now negotiating with the Memo Music Hall in St. Kilda to present 

our show there. That will go ahead subject to Covid19 restrictions. 

We’ll see what the situation is as we get closer to the date. 

As you all know my working philosophy with the Melbourne Accor-

dion Orchestra, and indeed with myself, is that as accordionists, we 

should try to see ourselves as musicians first. We should try not to be 

restricted to traditional accordion repertoire or music written for the 

accordion. We should try to play what is not expected from the accor-

dion. We should try to be adventurous and take on music from the rest 

of the great wide world of music. That means working out songs and 

pieces you want to play that there’s no printed music for and it means 

thinking and searching hard for new repertoire to arrange or compose 

for accordion solos, mixed ensembles, orchestras etc.   

That, I believe, is how we progress the accordion. 

Best wishes, 

 George Butrumlis 
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Anzac services around the country on April 25th were prohibited due to the 
Covid shutdown.  To let this important day pass without remembering our 
war heroes would not sit right for many, many Australians. 

Australian musician James Morrison called on all brass players to join ‘Music 
for Mateship’ and stand in their driveway at 6am and play ‘The Last Post’, it 
will create a feeling in communities around the country when people hear 
that tune and know that we are to remember our Anzacs that fought in all 
wars. 

Very few of us can play brass instruments so why not on the Accordion!  
At the 2019 Maclagan Squeezebox Festival, 18 year old Sebastian Curtis from 
Dalby, Qld played a very moving rendition of the ‘Last Post’  and it inspired 
many of us to also give it a go on the Accordion.  Several ASA members from 
across Sydney and in Victoria played the Last Post in front of their home.  It 
was a moving way to remember our Anzacs in 2020.  Lest we forget. 

 

 

 

 

Glenny Grun-
felder & grand-

children. 
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SNIPPE TS,  G OSSI P  & N E WS  

Did you Know? 
 

 

 
Perfect/Absolute Pitch 

1 in 10,000 people have perfect pitch, the ability to recog-
nise a note without any reference.  You are born with 
this gift and they say it cannot be taught.  However a 
new study has found that some people can be trained. 

     A
      

D       
G    F 
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Accordion Anthology 
 
 Volume 2 
 

 

 By Rob Howard 
 

 

 

 

 

Accordion Anthology 2 presents many articles and biographies, including lots of inter-
esting autobiographical contributions from several well-known players. Like its prede-
cessor, ‘Accordion Anthology’ (still available), this is a near A4 sized high quality hard-
back, fully illustrated with 375 photographs, and is aimed at enthusiasts. Accordion An-
thology 2 costs USA/Canada/Australia – $37 from Rob Howard, 42 Avondale Rd, Edge-
ley, Stockport, Cheshire SK3 9NY. (Overseas prices including p/p. Cheques or postal or-
ders payable to Rob Howard. Paypal or by bank transfer are other options. Quick ser-
vice a speciality! 
For further info give me a call on (0161) 480 8858 or email me at 
robaccord5@hotmail.com. An ideal present for just about any accordion enthusiast!   
Further details go to 
 https://cgfmusic.co.uk/accordion-anthology-volume-2-by-rob-howard/ 
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Johannes Marinus Cras 

17/9/1929 to 29/4/2020 

ASA member John Cras sadly passed away on April 29th at 

the age of 90 years after his battle with Parkinsons disease. 

John loved the accordion and was a player in the NSW Or-

chestra many years ago.  The NSW Orchestra was a regular 

visitor at his nursing home to entertain John and the resi-

dents and to play his absolute favourite tune ‘Beer Barrel 

Polka’. 

John loved his music and 

was sitting outside in the sun-

shine during Covid lockdown 

with a group of residents en-

joying some music just prior 

to his passing.  

Our thoughts go out to Bar-

bara, family and friends.. 

We will miss you John. 

Rest in Peace. 
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Eulogy (extract) - by Johns daughter 

John was born in The Netherlands in 1929, and was very proud of his Dutch heri-
tage.. When his family emigrated to Australia after the war in 1950, they had to 
build a new life from virtually nothing.  

In 1973, while holidaying in Indonesia, this Dutch man met a lovely Aussie country 
girl, Barbara and a year later they were married.  They were married for 46 years 
and had 2 loving daughters. 

Music was John’s passion and not long after he arrived in Australia, he took up the 
accordion and this became a lifelong hobby that brought him much joy.   John was 
a performer, and with a microphone in his hand he relished the opportunity to give 
speeches at birthdays, weddings and other special occasions. For many years he 
was a member of the Rembrandt Club Male choir, performing at many locations 
around Sydney in full costume.  

In the seventies and eighties, he was a member of the YHA folk dancing group. He 
led these dances playing his accordion and these evenings were enjoyed by many 
and he made numerous lifelong friends. This group was part of his bigger commit-
ment to developing the YHA movement in its early days in Australia.  

Later during the nineties, he joined the Accordion society (ASA) and once again this 
gave him an opportunity to perform, this time as part of an orchestra. Through this 
association he travelled to many Australian cities and even to New Zealand for 
their yearly festival and once again many lifelong friendships were formed. 

Despite good health throughout his life, John was diagnosed with Parkinson’s dis-
ease when he was well into his eighties. After a fall at home, he moved into a nurs-
ing home. Barbara visited him nearly every day however after a visit one Sunday 
afternoon in late March, the following weekend there was total lockdown at the 
nursing home. The stress of 5 weeks of lockdown with no visits from family took 
their toll on him and sadly John passed within a couple of days of restrictions being 
relaxed.  

Tributes to John Cras 

Tribute from Vince Moschella 

John was a lover of the accordion and was around in the ASA even before I first 
arrived about 20 years ago. 

I remember on one occasion at our Christmas Function, when things seemed to be 
a little too quiet, he stood up and did a not so perfect but entertaining perform-
ance. He said to me afterwards something along the line ‘don’t be scared to step 
out and try’ and ‘we need to hear the accordion’.  God rest his soul. 
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Tribute from Hera Antoniades 

We are all deeply saddened to lose our dear friend John.  I first met John in 

1988/1989 at an ASA festival and John instantly started talking to me and explain-

ing the different music being played during the competitions.  He was very sociable 

and together with Barbara we had many ongoing happy events and gatherings at 

different festivals and concerts. 

The decades have flown so quickly. John would come over to my home on Satur-

day mornings so we could play duets.  We enjoyed the challenges of the different 

music and John’s vast library of music was a true inspiration and opened my eyes 

to different cultural musical arrangements.  He also contributed over many years 

to the ASA committee, and together with June Jones they undertook the mailing of 

the Accordion Review. 

John idolised his family and extended family and he had a special love for the ac-

cordion and particularly the Scandali accordions! 

There are no words to describe the loss and sadness felt by family and friends and 

John will always be remembered.   

Many Blessings 

 Love from Hera Antoniades 
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M u s i c  f o r  L i f e  

Meet accordion player Bob Bellini 
Extract from Flourish Magazine (Autumn 2020) 

Bob Bellini doesn’t actually like the sound of 
accordions, but that hasn’t stopped him play-
ing one for 74 years “If I walked in on me 
playing somewhere, I’d probably walk 
straight out again,” he admits.  With a cheeky 
grin and his long hair in a ponytail, Bob also 
admits to occasionally making things up, but 
this sounds true enough. 

Bob’s main criticism of the accordion is  
“I prefer jazz and the accordion isn’t exactly a 
jazz instrument.”  But it was the only instru-
ment available to learn with his gran,  

a professional music teacher, when he was growing up in Naremburn, on Syd-
ney’s Lower North Shore.  

We had a piano at home when I was small, but we were in this two-bedroom 
house with 12 people, so the piano had to go,” Bob says. 

If you live near Bob at Australian Unity’s Willandra Village and Bungalows in 
Cromer, NSW, you may have seen him play—he performs for “anyone who will 
offer me money or food”. 

“I soon learned that sitting on your own playing is boring as batsh*t—getting 
out and playing with others is fun,” he says.  His Roland accordion works more 
like a synthesiser so bringing technology to music is a perfect mix for Bob.  He 
spent most of his working life at IBM, before running his own consultancy.   
Sharing information is a skill he developed giving presentations at IBM. “I have 
a great memory for sounds, but when I started giving presentations, I didn’t 
realise that other people didn’t remember things the same way—you have to 
show them.  But when you realise you can control an audience, it really feels 
great,” he says. 

He loves getting people to think—a gift learnt from his gran and great-gran, 
who were both proud suffragettes.  At IBM, he loved working with young peo-
ple, “they were game to try new things and always had brilliant ideas” - he still 
loves people who are willing to put themselves out of their comfort zones and 
try something new. That could be a child or a 97 year old neighbour who still 
thinks like a 35 year old. 
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Time for a laugh 
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World Accordion Day 
Online Broadcast 

Since 2009, each May 6th, the Confederation Inter-
nationale des Accordeonistes has been promoting 
World Accordion Day. Our first WAD was held on 6th 
May 2009, marking the 180th birthday of the accor-
dion - May 6th 1829, the date the accordion patent 
was first applied for in Vienna, Austria by Cyrillius 
Demien. 

The show hosts are CIA former President and current CIA Ambassador Kevin 
Friedrich and CIA Music Committee Deputy Chairman Grayson Masefield with 
technical assistance from CIA Public Relations Harley Jones and Accordions 
Wordwide staff. 
The event is hosted on the CIA Facebook Page and was livestreamed simulta-
neously on www.WorldAccordionDay.com 

 
 

Final World Accordion Day Broadcast - International  
by Christine Johnstone  

The final World Accordion Day broadcast is now online at: WAD2020 
Earlier broadcasts, 6th May, 9th May, 23 May are also online at: WAD2020 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The 4th episode included messages & performances from past Coupe 
Mondiale World Champions Tutto a Dio - Augustinas Rakauskas & Greta Sta-
ponkute - Rakau, Liu Zhao, João Campos Palma, Carmine Sangineto, Mariya 
Kushnikova & Ma Qi. 

http://www.accordions.com/cia/cia_wad_general.php
http://www.accordions.com/www.worldaccordionday.org
http://www.accordions.com/cia/index.htm
http://www.accordions.com/cia/index.htm
http://www.accordions.com/kevin
http://www.accordions.com/kevin
http://www.accordions.com/cia/index.htm
http://www.musicforaccordion.com/eTracks/inform/masefield/index.htm
http://www.accordions.com/cia/index.htm
http://www.accordions.com/harley
https://www.facebook.com/Coupe-Mondiale-CIA-929694283840145/
http://www.worldaccordionday.com/
http://www.accordions.com/christine/index.htm
http://www.accordions.com/cia/cia_wad_general.php
http://www.accordions.com/cia/cia_wad_20_reviews.php
http://www.accordions.com/cia/cia_wad_20_reviews.php
http://www.accordions.com/coupemondiale
http://www.accordions.com/coupemondiale
http://www.tuttoadio.com/index.htm
http://www.tuttoadio.com/augustinas.htm
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Accordion Yellow Pages/Future Events - Cyberspace 

by Harley Jones  

All concert, competition and festival organisers are reminded to list their 

Future Events in our yellow pages website. Its free to list and you can 

do it yourself. You can also change and update your listing yourself as 

further information becomes available. 

The accordion yellow pages Future Events calendar displays at the top 

right hand side of the accordions.com Weekly News in all 7 languages 

plus other popular sites such as the USA News and the Diatonic News. 

Huge numbers of readers every year view the accordion yellow pages 

Future Events, so all accordion event organisers are urged to take full 

advantage of this free service to keep the accordion community in-

formed.  Source:  www.accordions.com 

http://www.accordions.com/harley
http://www.accordion-yellowpages.com
http://www.accordions.com
http://www.accordionusa.com/
http://www.diatonic-news.com/
http://www.accordion-yellowpages.com
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NEWS FROM 
NEW ZEALAND 

ACCORDION ASSOCIATION 

 
ANZAC DAY  

Tracey Collins Emson—Accordion Entertainer 

On Anzac Day, as all services had been cancelled and we were asked to 
“Stand at Dawn at your driveway to Remember” my neighbour Soprano 
singer Rebecca Nelson and I teamed up to do a wee dawn performance 
for the neighbourhood playing Amazing Grace, Pokarekare Ana and God 
Defend NZ. 

Rebecca is the official singer for the Royal NZ Navy. It was very special as 
many neighbours came out to honour the Anzacs 
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Global Accordion Project 

contributed by Alison Worthington 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uSCCiMWW9Y4 

As the world has closed its doors on live music performance, it has created an 
opportunity to view music in a whole different way. Many performers over the 
years have used technology for teaching, showing solo/ group performances or 
streaming live orchestras. The accordion world is no exception to this, and 
from lock down in the UK, Ian Watson - Music Director of the London Accor-
dion Orchestra, and Principal Bass Player - Sam Cullen created the 'Global Ac-
cordion Project Orchestra'. 

The call was put out on Facebook on the 21 March, a video was posted on the 
London Accordion Orchestra page, inviting players from around the world to 
be part of this Virtual orchestra. On Wednesday 8 April at 8pm, the premiere 
was live stream on Facebook, and later on Youtube. 

The piece selected - Peace, by Ian Watson. 

This piece was selected as the inaugural global project as it was composed by 
Ian Watson, and he released copyright. This piece was inspired by his visit to 
battlefields of Normandy and the beach landings of WWII. 

Leaders of the sections: 1st - Julie Luck - UK, 2nd - Marco Rottig - Germany, 3rd 
- Grayson Masefield - NZ, 4th - Kevin Friedrich - USA, Bass - Liz Finch - USA, 
Principal Percussionist - James Hulme - UK. 

There were 112 players from 15 different countries that submitted a video or 
audio file. Players used the LAO's 2017 performance at Union Chapel, as the 
backing or click track for their personal recordings. Each player's sound has 
been used, requiring 80 hours of editing to put this all together. 

What seemed like a simple task, learn an individual part, play the part, and re-
cord your part, was not the case for many players. You needed 2 devices – one 
to play the recording and another to record what you were playing.  You were 
given exact video instructions for portrait, distance at 50 centimetres and 
bright coloured clothing. The behind the scene photos of the camera and mu-
sic stand set ups, have been quite creative, and shows the amount of time and 
effort that was required. 

Congratulations for the initiative to Ian Watson and the London Accordion Or-
chestra along with the very talented editing of Sam Cullen.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uSCCiMWW9Y4
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Video competition for Accordionists 

contributed by Gary Daverne 

The idea of holding a video competition to promote the accordion music of 
New Zealand composer, Gary Daverne, was the brain child of Harley Jones of 
Accordions Worldwide. 

Play any one or more of Gary’s compositions, video your performance and 
submit it as an MP4.  Open to musicians of any age or nationality, no entry fee 
required. 

And the prize? 1st prize of two round trip air tickets and accommodation, to 
New Zealand to the 2020 South Pacific Accordion Championships, 30-31 May 
2020, Auckland, New Zealand. 

Accordions Worldwide along with the support of the New Zealand Accordion 
Association and Viscount Records, have been thrilled with the response and 
plan to run the competition again next year in 2021. 

The adjudicators, all from New Zealand, were: Stephanie Poole, Kevin Frie-
drich, Grayson Masefield and myself. 

The winner was: Vladimir Stupnikov from St Petersburg, Russia, performing 
Tango 130  https://youtu.be/WFZ2T-5CMyY 

Because of Covid-19 Vladimir is unable to come to NZ at this time to take up 
his prize but looks forward to doing so in the future. 

Martin Sulc, from Trebon - Czech Republic, was a Gold Award competitor, per-
forming, Song of the Far North.  Very capably accompanied by Slovak pianist, 
Aneta Majerová, a graduate of the Žilina Conservatory of Music, Slovakia. 
Song of the Far North             https://youtu.be/_-mmlwZE9JA 

 

 

http://www.accordion.co.nz/
https://youtu.be/WFZ2T-5CMyY
https://youtu.be/_-mmlwZE9JA
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New Accordion Ideas 
contributed by Heather Masefield 

Ernesto Zurita Ruiz (USA) visited New Zealand in early March this year. During 

his visit he attended the North Shore Accordion Orchestra rehearsals in Auck-

land. Firstly he visited the Music Makers rehearsal (picture below) conducted 

by Christine Johnstone. He explained to the children that he is developing a 

new digital aided accordion learning system for children playing the accordion. 

Next he attended the Auckland Accordion Symphonietta orchestra rehearsal 

conducted by Lionel Reekie. 

Upon his return to the US, he completed his semester at the University of 

Portland in Mechanical Engineering and wanted to send updates on his pro-

ject to the New Zealand Accordion Association. 

He said “The weeks following my visit, I began working on a rough physical 

prototype of my digital accordion learning idea. This was so I could show off 

something tangible at the University of Portland's Pilots Venture Challenge. 

This competition was held yesterday where I gave a presentation in front of 

judges who ranged in backgrounds from intellectual property attorneys, mar-

keters, and product developers among others. My venture idea (which I 

named ‘Accord-On!’) placed second in the competition. 

This provided me with a US$750 prize money to help me advance my proto-

type and allowed me to participate in the semi-finals of the InventOregon 

competition at the end 

of September later this 

year.” 

The New Zealand Ac-

cordion Association 

thanks Ernesto for his 

work and hopes he is 

successful in this up-

coming competition 

and the development of 

‘Accord-On!’. 

http://www.musicforaccordion.com/inform/nsao/index.htm
http://www.accordions.com/christine/index.htm
http://www.musicforaccordion.com/eTracks/inform/lreekie/index.htm
http://www.accordion.co.nz/
http://www.accordion.co.nz/
http://www.accordion.co.nz/
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ADVERTISING IN THE ACCORDION REVIEW 
 

If you would like to place an advertisement in this review, please email the  

advertisement with full details and photo/s to the Editor: 

 Cheryle Mills  

 Email: cherylemills66@gmail.com 

 PO Box 442, Mallacoota  VIC  3892  

 Mob.  0414  915154 

 

ADVERTISING RATES. 

 Full Page  $50.00 

 Half Page  $25.00 

 Advertorial  $15.00 

 

 

An invoice will be forwarded to the advertiser when the Review is published. 

Bank Transfer:  

  BSB:    062 349 

  Account Number:  10030067 

  Transfer Description: your name and description 

  Email payment advice to: granvs@bigpond.com 

 

Cheque:  payable to Accordion Society of Australia Inc. and mailed to  

  Treasurer/Secretary 

 51 Bogalara Road,  

 OLD TOONGABBIE 

 NSW   2146 

 AUSTRALIA.  
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TEACHERS DIRECTORY 

 NEW SOUTH WALES 
Zeljko Bedic  OAM Ross Maio QUEENSLAND 
ASA TDip MMTA, MESMA, PO Box 1008 Rhonda Bates (nee Creber) 

MUMT, MASA, MAATA St Pauls  2031 36 Creek Street, 
34 Windsor Street Ph. (02) 9344 3138 Walkerston  Qld 4751 
Paddington 2021 Mob. 0438 504030 Ph. (07) 495 92385 
Mob. 0417 696 303 ross.maio1@gmail.com Mob. 0401359065 
zeljko.bedic@bigpond.com  rhondaab@dodo.com.au 

 
Kemal Bunguric Ben Pattinson Bob Grant 
B. Mus. Ed. 2/1 Sunning Place, 21 Brandenburg Rd 
9 Somerville Street Summer Hill  Mooloolah  Qld 4553 
Arncliffe 2205 NSW 2130 Ph. (07) 5494 7568 
Ph. (02) 9567 8221 Mob. 0432 032 758 Mob. 0411 959 157 
Mob. 018 466 274 ben.h.pattinson@gmail.com bobaccord@bigpond.com 

 
Catherine Day (Jackett) Giancarlo Ursino  Marie McGuinness 
B. Mus. Ed. BME A. Mus. A  1/7 Advocate Place 
8 Hermitage Avenue 45 Ardath Avenue,  Banora Point   2486 
Kellyville 2155 Panania  2213  Ph: (07) 5524 3470  
Ph (02) 9836 0155 Ph. (02) 9772 3391 Mob: 0414 534 230 
Mob. 0418 413 148 g_ursino@hotmail.com marie.kielly70@gmail.com 
catherineday2@hotmail.com   
   
Ione D. Harbourne   
12 Learmonth Street    
Rooty Hill SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
NSW  2766 Dora Marechal 
Ph. (02) 9675 2124 Dip. ASA 
alanandione@gmail.com 3 Creekside Grove 
 Mount Barker   5251 
Elizabeth Jones Ph. (08) 8391 6674 
B.Mus.A.Mus.A Mob. 0407 431 742 
4/33 Valetta Street dmarechal@dodo.com.au 
Moss Vale  2577  WESTERN  AUSTRALIA 
Mob. 0419 547 180  Lois Hodgson 
fisaccord@hotmail.com  29 Castlecrag Drive 
  Kallaroo  6025 
  Ph. (08) 9402 5294 
  letshavemusic@iinet.net.au 
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TEACHERS DIRECTORY   contd......... 

 

 VICTORIA  
Tomislav Andjelkovic  Guy Scalise 
12 Bedwell Crt  A.Mus. A.Dip.ASA. 
Endeavour Hills 3802  49 Armstrong Street, 
Ph. (03) 9700 2909  Middle Park  3206 
tomislavandjelkovic@bigpond.com Ph. (03) 9696 3737 
 Mob. 0409 418 528 

George Butrumlis  flautomusic@bigpond.com 
16 Raleigh Court   

Werribee  3030  Ian Southwood 
Ph. (03) 9742 6750   B.A. A.Mus.A. Dip.ASA MIMT  
Mob. 0431 813 624 163 Military Road  
georgebutrumlis@optusnet.com.au Avondale Heights 3034  
 Ph. (03) 9331 3477  
Heinz Dabernig  
C/o Upwey Music  
29 Main Street  
Upwey   3158  
Ph: (03) 9754 7261  
Mob. 4007 075 942   
upweymuzic6@bigpond.com 

  
John Kalkbrenner  
5 Chestnut Drive,  
St. Albans  3021  
Ph. (03) 9366 3331  
Ph. (03) 9687 6735  
johncomputer1939@gmail.com  

  
Joe Ruberto  
B.Sc.Dip.Ed. Dip.ASA  
31 Olive Street  
Hampton   3188  
Ph. (03) 9597 0730  
  

mailto:upweymuzic6@bigpond.com
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APPLICATION FOR ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP/RENEWAL OF ASSOCIATION 

(OR ACCORDION REVIEW MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTION) 

ACCORDION SOCIETY OF AUSTRALIA (Incorporated NSW) 

(incorporated under the Associations Incorporation Act 1984) 

 

 

 
I,  ……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

(full name of applicant) 

 

Address ……………………………………………………………………………………………... 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Phone ………………………………….      Email …………………………………………… 

 

hereby apply to become a member OR RENEW my membership of the abovemen-

tioned association. In the event of  my admission  as a member, I agree to be bound by  

the rules of  the association for the time being in force. 

 

……………………………………………….  ………………………...… 

 Signature of applicant          Date 

 

All memberships are renewable on 1st August each year & include 4 copies of the Ac-

cordion Review Magazine 

A once only joining fee of $5.00 is payable on all new memberships. 

 

 General Member    $ 40.00 

 Teacher Member    $ 50.00 

 Family Member    $ 55.00 

Non Members may subscribe to receive 4 quarterly issues of the; 

 Accordion Review Only (Hard Copy) $ 18.00 

 

Bank Transfer Accordion Society of Australia Inc 

 BSB: 062 349 

 Account Number: 10030067 

 Transfer Description: your name and description 

 Please email a payment advice to granvs@bigpond.com 

 

Cheque   make payable to the  Accordion Society of Australia Inc., and forward to: 

All States except Victoria, send to: Victorian Members only, send to: 

Treasurer/Secretary  

Accordion Society of Australia ( Inc.NSW) Accordion Society of Australia (inc VIC) 

51 Bogalara Road, 9 Bottlebrush Circuit, 

OLD TOONGABBIE   NSW   2146 BANGHOLME  VIC  3175 
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Repairers & Retailers Directory 

SYDNEY—NSW 

 

Accordion Advisory & Repairs 

Rocco Zappia 
12 Auckland Street, 
Engadine NSW  2233 
Email:  accordionsre-
pairs@hotmail.com 
Mobile: 0411 372 044 

 
 

Accordion Repairs Australia (Sydney) 

Email: accordionrepairs.aus@gmail.com 
Website: accordionrepairsaustralia.com 
Mobile:   0418 217 669 

 
 
Toni Peri 

Harmonica & Accordion Tunings, Repairs & Restorations 

Email: tonyperi@mac.com 
Website: http://tonyperi.wix.com/harmonicas 
Mobile:   (02) 9636 7111 

 

MARYBOROUGH—QLD 

Fred Ferenczi 

93 Teddington Road, 
Tinana   QLD  4650 
Mob. 0421 476 377 
Email: ferenczif@yahoo.com.au 
Accessories 
Performer (Continental) 
Repairer - Retailer 



 

 


